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As we edge toward the Association’s 
50th Anniversary on February 1st 2011, 
I thought it would be fun to visit the 
early years and give newer members a 
little insight: and produce a little 
nostalgia for the elders. 
 
This will be the first installment of our 
history, covering the ten years from an 
informal meeting of 4 members (all 
within a radius of 200 miles) in 
March 1959, through incorporation 
in February 1961, to the Annual 
Meeting on March 1st in 1970.  
With the assistance of our Group 
Historian Jeff “Dupa” Deer; 
Jennifer (and her archives) and 
some of the longer standing 
members, it would be our desire to 
pick up on the next 40 years in 
subsequent reports. 
 
On March 3rd 1959, Edwin Baker, 
Al Hassel, Earl Rosengarten and Gene 
Winchester met at the Statler Hotel in 
Detroit to explore the possibility of 
forming a Packaged Concrete 
Manufacturers’ Association.  A 
second informal meeting was held two 
months later at the Commodore Ferry 
Hotel in Toledo to further develop 
plans.  On July 9th 1959 a meeting was 
held with T.A. Doucher, Attorney, to 
discuss incorporation and the drawing 
of a charter. 
 
Three more informal meetings were 
held in 1960; one in Columbus, one 
back at the Statler in Detroit, and an 
organizing meeting at Gibralter in 

Detroit, at which time Bill Shank and 
Merrill Bird were included.
On October 8
the Student Union, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, a decision was made to 
incorporate the Packaged Concrete 
Manufacturers Association.  
 
The first official meeting of the 

 
Association was held on February 1
1961 at which time Gene 
was elected Presi
President, and 
/Treasurer.  The new By
code of regulations were adopted.  
Other 
March at the Pick
Ch
Cemstone Corporation of St. Paul 
Minnesota, the Pre
of Cleveland and the Ready
Company of Milwaukee were invited 
into membership at these meetings.
October 1961 a meeting was held in
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By Doug Frazer    

Detroit, at which time Bill Shank and 
Merrill Bird were included. 
On October 8th 1960 at a meeting at 
the Student Union, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, a decision was made to 
incorporate the Packaged Concrete 
Manufacturers Association.   

The first official meeting of the  

Association was held on February 1st, 
1961 at which time Gene Winchester 
was elected President, Al Hassel Vice 
President, and Ed Baker Secretary 
/Treasurer.  The new By-Laws and a 
code of regulations were adopted.   
Other 1961 meetings followed in 
March at the Pick-Congress Hotel in 
Chicago, and in June at Detroit. 

emstone Corporation of St. Paul 
Minnesota, the Pre-Mix Corporation 
of Cleveland and the Ready-Crete 
Company of Milwaukee were invited 
into membership at these meetings. In 
October 1961 a meeting was held in 

Toledo, Ohio.  A new Packaged 
Concrete Manufactur
label was approved to be printed on 
members’ bags.  Four new 
committees were established: the 
Ethics Committee, the Membership 
Committee, the Promotion and New 
Products Committee and the 
Production & Standards Committee. 

Two months later a 
held in St. Paul, Minnesota where 
the Committees gave reports and 
suggested the purchasing of 
common bags for all members.
 
The February 1962 Annual Meeting 
was held at the Fort Hayes Hotel in 
Columbus, Ohio.  All officers were 
returned for ano
 
Meetings followed in July 1962 at
the Marriott Hotel in 
and in November at the Sheraton 

Hotel in Cleveland.  New members, 
The Dry Mix Company from Denver 
and Handi
 
The February 1963 Annual Meeting 
was held at the Chase Hotel in St. 
Louis.  The newly elected offic
were:  Al Hassel, President; 
Baker, Vice president
Bird, Secretary/Treasurer.  A printed 
Concrete Calculator was proposed and 
New Products were discussed.
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Toledo, Ohio.  A new Packaged 
Concrete Manufacturers Association 
label was approved to be printed on 
members’ bags.  Four new 
committees were established: the 
Ethics Committee, the Membership 
Committee, the Promotion and New 
Products Committee and the 
Production & Standards Committee. 

Two months later a meeting was 
held in St. Paul, Minnesota where 
the Committees gave reports and 
suggested the purchasing of 
common bags for all members. 

The February 1962 Annual Meeting 
was held at the Fort Hayes Hotel in 
Columbus, Ohio.  All officers were 
returned for another year. 

Meetings followed in July 1962 at 
the Marriott Hotel in Indianapolis 
and in November at the Sheraton 

Hotel in Cleveland.  New members, 
The Dry Mix Company from Denver 
and Handi-Crete from Atlanta joined. 

The February 1963 Annual Meeting 
held at the Chase Hotel in St. 

Louis.  The newly elected officers 
were:  Al Hassel, President;  Ed 
Baker, Vice president; and Merrill 

Secretary/Treasurer.  A printed 
Concrete Calculator was proposed and 
New Products were discussed.  

 
(Continued on page 2)
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By Jeff Deer

 “HALP, YOU GUYS! HALP!”  
Take a look at these suspects, 1 through 4, 
and   let me know who they might be. From 
our September 2002 meeting in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho we were informed and 

educated by forensic artist and author Carrie Stuart 
Parks. As some of you may recall, she had us all 
drawing faces of our own ilk. After that meeting I 
grabbed a bunch of the artwork for safekeeping 
thinking that they’d be worthy of some fun or extortion 
in the future. So here you go! Who are these suspects? 
Email me if you want to know. 

 
HALP me some more, if you please! (What a lame 
segue.) As your humble servant for creating  
an IPCMA history and archive, I have very little to run 
with at this time. Bob Jaska, Jeff Cornwell, Jennifer 
Poche’ and Gaynis Boyland have been most helpful 
thus far by forwarding documents, information, 
materials and pictures to me in support of the task but, 
to date, I’m woefully short on stuff!  Please help me by 
sending me  
some more of your IPCMA“stuffs” (that’s Hawaiian 
lingo for paraphernalia). 

Do you know what that average IPCMA annual salary 
for a Plant Manager or Sales Representative was in 
1997? I do, because I found a copy of the IPCMA 
1997 Wage & Salary Survey. 
 
Do you remember Earl Rosengarten? Not me . . . I 

think he was before my time. I was 
honored enough, however,  
to meet Gene Winchester on earlier 
occasions. Anyway, here’s a picture 
of Earl and Gene Winchester circa 
INS (I’m not sure). 
 

Do you recall the first IPCMA meeting in Hawaii? 
And do you have pictures from then? I think Phil 
Flood has some.   
 
How about the next picture, the one with the young 
stud and his sexy chick? No, 
no, no . . . while I’m sure John 
Petty was “studly” and his 
wife Nettie was “sexy”, I’m 
really referring to the 
youngsters Steve and Gaynis 
Boyland shown in this 1988 
photo. So has this bit of history and nostalgia been fun 
for you?  Fun enough to inspire more?  
Okay . . . then please send me your “STUFFS”. Aloha! 

 

(President’s Message Continued) 
 

 
1963 meetings were held in April at the 
Ascot Hotel in Chicago, in August at the 
Statler Hilton Hotel in Buffalo and in 
December at the Palmer House in 
Chicago. Discussions at these meetings 
covered U-Pick Up Ready Mixed 
Concrete, Dry-Mixed Bulk Masonry 
Mortar Equipment, Iron Grout Material, 
Poultry Grit, Gunnite Machines and 
different kinds of bags.  
 
The February 1964 Annual Meeting was 
held at the Holiday Inn,  Atlanta.  
Officers were returned to office for 
another year.  At this time there were ten 
active members in the Packaged 
 

Concrete Manufacturers’ Association 
(Membership Roster is attached). 
 
During 1964 meetings were held in May 
at the Fort Des Moines Hotel in Iowa 
and in November at the Christopher 
Motel in Columbus, Ohio.  These 
meetings introduced a new “Thor” 
patching material for the group and it 
was agreed that suppliers would be 
invited to make product presentations at 
future meetings.   
 
The treasurer’s report stated that the 
Associations’ net worth was $1,267.00. 

 

The 1965 Annual Meeting was held on 
February 16th at Whettier Hotel in 
Detroit with Al Hassel hosting.  New 
Officers were Ed Baker, President, 
Merrill Bird, Vice and Thor Becken, 
Sec/Treasurer.  It was agreed to charge 
royalties on the Thor Concrete Patcher 
to defray promotion costs.  
 
That year, meetings were held in April 
at the Congress Hotel in Chicago and in 
November in Flint, Michigan.  A new 
product and new equipment show was 
held and Central Pre-Mix of Spokane 



Washington was accepted into 
membership.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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A public Relations firm was hired to 
promote Thor Products and a plant in 
Holly Michigan was visited.  Members 
agreed to establish a school for salesmen 
at the upcoming Spring Meeting. 
 
On February 10th 1966 the Annual 
Meeting was held at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Columbus.  The Officers were re-
elected for another year.   On May 1st 
and 2nd in Cleveland a joint meeting of 
the Association and the first sales 
meeting was held.  Each company had a 
display of products sold and a new 
“Thor” royalty plan was agreed upon. A 
June 26th meeting was held in 
Indianapolis hosted by William Shank. 
A meeting in Atlanta on November 14th 
1966 accepted G & W.H. Carson Inc. of 
Plymouth Meeting Pennsylvania and the 
Quikrete Company of Virginia into 
membership.  It was agreed to bag 
colored stone and marble under the 
name of “Garden Gems.  An 
Association Royalty was established to 
repay startup costs. 
 
The 1967 Annual Meeting was held 
January 30th in Columbus, hosted by 
Gene Winchester.  Elected were Merrill 
Bird, President, Thor Beckon, Vice, Pete  
Danforth, Secretary and William Shank, 
Treasurer.  Plaques were presented to 
Past Presidents Gene Winchester, Al 
Hassell and Ed Baker.   
 
During 1967, meetings were held in 
April at Indianapolis, in July at Virginia 
Beach and November in New Orleans.  
The Association approved a new trade 
mark agreement for Thor and Garden  
  

Gem products and Ed Baker was to 
investigate group bag purchasing and 
Jim Chessin the purchase of 5 lb. 
Containers for Thor Patcher.   A 
$200.00 membership initiation fee was 
established.  
 
The 1968 Annual Meeting was held on 
January 28th.  New regulations and By-
laws were approved.  Officers elected 
were M. Bird, President, T.W. Beckon, 
Vice, W. Shank, Treasurer and J. 
Chessin, Secretary.  The Treasurers 
report showed the value of the 
Association at $9,129.00.  It was 
reported that bag usage topped 20 
million and it was projected that 60 
million bags yearly would be used by 
1976. 
 
At a meeting on April 22, 1968 in 
Philadelphia, hosted by William 
Echardt, it was decided to purchase 
50,000 Concrete Booklets for 
distribution.  Other 1968 meetings in 
August at St. Paul Minnesota and 
November in St. Louis Missouri, new 
members Home-Crete Products of 
Pasadena Texas and Simpson Sand and 
Gravel of Valley Park Missouri where 
welcomed.  The Association agreed to 
hire a new Bookkeeper at this time. 
 
At the 1969 Annual Meeting held in 
January at Columbus Ohio and hosted 
by Gene Winchester, it was agreed to 
open a new Business Office in Detroit.  
Evelyn Grose was introduced as the new 
Bookkeeper.  It was agreed that three 
meetings would be held a year.  Officers 
elected were Becken, President; Shank,   
Vice President;  Chessin, Secretary; and 
Hassell, Treasurer. 
 

In July 1969, at Denver Colorado, the 
west coast’s Blue Daisey Company and 
Dry Mix Products Company became 
members. In November, at a meeting in 
Atlanta, Dry Mix Products of Denver 
and Standard Builders of Salt Lake City 
were approved.  A sales meeting was 
held at this time with 22 salesmen 
attending.  The initiation fee was 
increased to $300.00 and the 
Association reported to be worth 
$23,362.00. 
 
The 1970 Annual Meeting was held on 
March 1st in Los Angeles.  Puerto Rican 
Cement joined and all royalties were 
eliminated.  New officers for 1970 were 
Becken, President, Eckardt, Vice, 
Chessin, Secretary and Hassell, 
Treasurer.  The Garden Gem trademark 
was approved by the Government and a 
safety deposit box was rented in a Flint 
Bank to hold the Associations’ records.   
 
In July of 1970 a meeting was held in 
St. Paul Minnesota and quality control 
was discussed.  Mr. Merrill Bird 
volunteered to run tests on member’s 
products.  Set Products was accepted as 
a member and the yearly dues were 
increased to $100.00 per year. 
 
This covers the first ten year period of 
our Association.  Over these years the 
P.C.M.A. faced many challenges in a 
rapidly changing marketplace.  It is a 
testimony to these early industry 
pioneers that they not only managed to 
build a strong organization,  but put 
together the foundation for a group that 
grew over the next 40 years into the 
International Association that we enjoy 
today, but more about that in our next 
history lesson. 
 

1964 PACKAGED CONCRETE 
MANUFACTURS ASSOCIATION ROSTER 

Buffalo Slag Company                 J. Wain Toal, Manager                      Buffalo, New York 
Cemstone Products Company     Thor Becken, President           St. Paul, Minnesota 
Consolidated Quarries                 Hilton Hamrick, Asst Man.     Lithonia, Georgia    
Des Moines Concrete Products    Merrill Bird, President            Des Moines Iowa 
Gibralter Cement Products           Al Hassell, President                 Detroit, Michigan 
Holly Wholesale Incorporated     Edwin Baker, President           Holly, Michigan 
Maintenance Products Inc.           Gene Winchester, President    Columbus, Ohio 
Set Products Incorporated            H. J. Horvitz, President           Cleveland, Ohio 



Ralph Coal and Supply Co.          Earl Rosengarten, President   Toledo, Ohio 
Rite-Mix Corporation                   William Shank, President        Indianapolis Ind

UPCOMING SPRING MEETING 2010 
MARCH 19-23, 2010 
NEW ORLEANS, LA  

 
The IPCMA Annual Spring Meeting 2010 will be held in New Orleans, LA.  The IPCMA Board Members made New 
Orleans their destination of choice due to the economic climate of today.  While trying to be sensitive to the 
economy, the IPCMA thought it would be a great gesture to bring their business to New Orleans.  In return, New 
Orleans’ Hotels have offered very competitive and affordable rates. The Hotel contract is still being negotiated, but 
looks as though we will be lodging at the Royal Sonesta Hotel centrally located on Bourbon Street. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy this hotel at the IPCMA Spring Meeting 2004, so we decided to return. 
 
The recent tragedy of Hurricane Katrina is still in the recovery stage but the people there arevery much ready to 
entertain you in New Orleans style.  By attending this conference, you are contributing to the rebirth of this 
historically beautiful and culturally rich city of New Orleans. There is still much to eat, see and do in New Orleans. I 
can assure you, the French Quarter is back in all its glory. It should be a wonderful event and I encourage you to plan 
to attend.  
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President, Doug Frazer presenting sponsorship 
plaque to Tom Schroeder (Left) and Andy Rapoza (Right) 
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Welcome Cocktail Party was held at the Hotel Contessa overlooking the beautiful 
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Welcome Cocktail Party was held at the Hotel Contessa overlooking the beautiful 
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Welcome Cocktail Party was held at the Hotel Contessa overlooking the beautiful San Antonio River. 
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Left:  Darrel Elliot 
presentation on “Repair and 
 
Right: Rick Yelton
and Masonry Construction 
(5) Reasons Why I think 
Faster than Others.”
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 Left: Gene Poche 
presentation on the “Construction Outlook of 2009”.
Hill economic forecaster has provided his presentation and 
information to Gene.
 
Right: Francisco M. Maldonado
Firm, PLLC addressed
the new changes, within Immigration Labor Laws”
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arrel Elliot with Buzzi Unicem
Special Repair and 

Yelton, Editor for Concrete
d Masonry Construction Products 

(5) Reasons Why I think the Concrete
Faster than Others.”  
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Gene Poche with McGraw Hill Dodge gave a brief 
presentation on the “Construction Outlook of 2009”.  The McGraw 
Hill economic forecaster has provided his presentation and 

to Gene.  

Francisco M. Maldonado, Esq. with Maldonado Law 
addressed “The current requirements, as well as 

new changes, within Immigration Labor Laws” 
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Unicem USA gave a 
Special Applications” for concrete.  

for Concrete Construction/Concrete 
Products magazine presented “Five 
Concrete Industry Will Recover 

a brief 
The McGraw 

Hill economic forecaster has provided his presentation and 

with Maldonado Law 
as well as   
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Two Penn Plaza, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10121-2298 
Visit us at: www.construction.com 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

June Construction Retreats 7 Percent 
New York, N.Y. – July 21, 2009 – New construction starts in June dropped 7% to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
$385.4 billion, according to McGraw-Hill Construction, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies. Nonresidential 
building weakened further, and public works construction fell back after its elevated May pace. In contrast, residential 
building showed improvement in June, continuing to edge upward after the very depressed activity reported at the 
outset of 2009. 
 
The June statistics lowered the Dodge Index to 82 (2000=100), down from May’s 87, and essentially returning the 
Index to April’s level of 81. “The construction start figures appear to be moving more towards an up-and-down 
pattern,” stated Robert A. Murray, vice president of economic affairs for McGraw-Hill Construction. “The bad news is 
that the overall volume of activity remains very weak; the good news is that if an up-and-down pattern is in fact being 
established, it marks a shift from the steady decline witnessed during the second half of 2008 and into early 2009. Just 
how this pattern for total construction evolves during the second half of 2009 will depend on what’s likely to be a 
varied performance by major construction sector. Nonresidential building, hampered by the weak economy and tight 
bank lending, should see further erosion. On the plus side, the boost to public works from the federal stimulus funding 
has only begun to emerge, with more gains to come. And, single family housing has seen modest strengthening 
during the spring, suggesting that the bottom for this structure type was reached earlier in 2009.” 
 
Nonresidential building in June slipped 4% to $151.6 billion (annual rate). The commercial categories experienced a 
further loss of momentum, with warehouses down 4%, office buildings down 7%, stores down 12%, and hotels down 
25%. The public buildings category, which had been lifted in May by the start of two large courthouse projects and 
two large detention facilities, fell 47% in June. Reduced contracting was also reported in June for churches, down 
14%; and transportation terminals, down 38%. 
 
The nonresidential downturn in June was cushioned by a 17% rebound for the educational building category. June 
featured the start of several large medical research facilities, including a $225 million project in New York NY and a 
$111 million project in Salt Lake City UT. In addition, several large high school projects reached groundbreaking in 
June, including two located in Illinois – an $89 million high school in DeKalb and an $88 million high school addition 
in Naperville. The amusement and recreational category in June jumped 75% after a weak May, lifted by the start of a 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Jennifer Poche’ 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

IPCMA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
(**Executive Board Members to serve (2) years**) 

Terms expire at annual meeting 2010  
President……Doug Frazer, Port Colborne, Ontario  

Vice President….Johnsie Beck, Charlotte, NC  
Secretary……Neil Duke, Burnaby, B.C., Canada  

Treasurer.... ........Bob Jaska, Toledo, OH (Permanent  Position)   
IPCMA DIRECTORS 

(**Director’s Position to serve (2) years**) 
All officers, and immediate 

Past  President.............Jeff Deer, Ewa Beach, Hawaii 
Terms expire annual meeting 2010 

Jeff Deer, Ewa Beach, Hawaii 
Brad Simonson, New Orleans, LA 

Terms expire annual meeting  2011 
Keith Gibbs, Springfield, Illinois 
Jeff Cornwell, Columbus, Ohio 



$270 million performing arts facility in Las Vegas NV. Healthcare facilities in June improved 4%, helped by a $220 
million hospital expansion in Ft. Worth TX. The manufacturing plant category also registered growth in June, 
climbing 55%, with the support coming from the start of a $676 million semiconductor plant in upstate New York. 
 
Nonbuilding construction, at $120.8 billion (annual rate), dropped 20% in June. The prior month had included $2.5 
billion related to segments of the Keystone oil pipeline in the Midwest; if this project is excluded from the May 
statistics nonbuilding construction in June would be up 1%. Highway construction in June advanced 13%, rising for 
the fourth straight month. June included the start of the $613 million I-405 Sepulveda Pass widening project in 
California, and federal stimulus funds are now contributing in general to a pickup in highway construction. Bridge 
construction in June did settle back 15%, although the comparison is to an especially strong May that included the start 
of a large bridge renovation project in New York NY. For the environmental public works categories, sewer 
construction grew 14% in June, river/harbor development held steady, and water supply projects dropped 20%. The 
electric utility category in June rose 15%, helped by the start of a $619 million power plant in Virginia. 
 
Residential building in June advanced 8% to $112.9 billion (annual rate). Single family housing climbed 9%, 
continuing to move upward after the very depressed activity reported back in January. The single family pace in June 
was still 20% below the monthly average for 2008. By region, single family housing showed June gains in the South 
Central, up 18%; the South Atlantic, up 8%; the West, up 6%; and the Midwest, up 5%; while the Northeast settled 
back 1%. Multifamily housing in June was unchanged from May, holding at a very weak volume that was 63% below 
the monthly average for 2008. The number of large multifamily projects has fallen sharply – during the first six 
months of 2009, there were a total of two multifamily projects valued at $100 million or greater that reached 
groundbreaking. By comparison, during the first six months of 2008 there were 18 such projects that reached 
groundbreaking, and the first six months of 2007 saw 21 such projects reach groundbreaking. 
 
On an unadjusted basis, total construction during the first six months of 2009 came in at $195.4 billion, down 36% 
from the same period a year ago. The year-to-date comparisons are likely to remain sharply negative over the next two 
months, and then become less severe as the comparison is made against the steep decline in construction activity that 
took place during the fall of 2008. By major sector, residential building continued to show the largest year-to-date 
slide, falling 46%. Nonresidential building was not far behind, dropping 41%, as the result of this year-to-date 
performance – commercial, down 55%; manufacturing, down 76%; and institutional, down 21%. Nonbuilding 
construction in the first six month of 2009 was down 16% from a year ago, with public works slipping 6% while 
electric utilities plunged 49%. By region, total construction during the first six months of 2009 showed this behavior – 
the Northeast, down 43%; the West and South Atlantic, each down 37%; the South Central, down 34%; and the 
Midwest, down 31%. Added perspective is provided by looking at twelve-month moving totals, in this case the twelve 
months ending June 2009 versus the twelve months ending June 2008. On this basis, total construction is down 
27%, reflecting this performance – residential building, down 43%; nonresidential building, down 25%; and 
nonbuilding construction, down 6%. By region, the twelve months ending June 2009 revealed this pattern 
for total construction compared to the previous twelve months – the South Atlantic, down 33%; the West and 
Northeast, each down 30%; and the South Central and Midwest, each down 20%. 
 

June 2009 Construction Starts 
 



 
 

 
 

JUNE 2009 CONSTRUCTION STARTS 
MONTHLY SUMMARY OF CONSTRUCTION STARTS 

Prepared by McGraw-Hill Construction Research & Analytics 
 

MONTHLY CONSTRUCTION STARTS 
Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rates, In Millions of Dollars 

 
June 2009   May 2009   % Change 

Nonresidential Building    $151,602  $157,727   -4 
Residential Building         112,918    104,758   +8 
Nonbuilding Construction      120,835    150,300   -20 
TOTAL Construction     $385,355  $412,785   -7 
 

THE DODGE INDEX 
(Year 2000=100, Seasonally Adjusted) 

June 2009 ……82 
May 2009 ……87 

 
YEAR-TO-DATE CONSTRUCTION STARTS 

Unadjusted Totals, In Millions of Dollars 
 

6 Mos. 2009   6 Mos. 2008   % Change 
Nonresidential Building   $79,135    $134,130    -41 
Residential Building      50,516            93,468    -46 
Nonbuilding Construction     65,792           78,012    -16 



TOTAL Construction    $195,443    $305,610    -36 
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